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What is claimed is: 



1 LA blade tensioner for imparting tension to a chain comprising: 

2 a) a blade shoe comprising: 

3 i) an arcuately shaped chain sliding face; and 

4 ii) a plurality of solitary guide pieces upraised from a side edge portion of 

5 the chain sliding face having flat faces, wherein the guide pieces are 

6 located along the chain sliding face and the flat faces of the guide 

7 pieces come in contact with and guide the chain; and 

8 b) at least one blade spring to apply a spring force to the blade shoe, the blade 

9 spring being in the shape of a leaf spring and disposed at an opposite side 
10 of the blade shoe from the chain sliding face. 

1 2. The blade tensioner of claim 1, wherein the blade shoe has a substantially U-shaped 

2 cross-section at each of the guide pieces. 

1 3. The blade tensioner of claim 1, wherein a pair of guide pieces each comprise two guide 

2 pieces disposed opposite to each other on a right side edge and a left side edge of 

3 the chain sliding face, respectively. 

1 4. The blade tensioner of claim 1 wherein the guide pieces are disposed altemately on a 

2 right side edge and a left side edge of the chain sliding face. 

1 5. The blade tensioner of claim 1, wherein the guide pieces are located in at least three 

2 positions, wherein these positions comprise: 

3 a) a contact starting position where the chain starts to contact the chain sliding 

4 face; 
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5 b) a separation starting position where the chain starts to separate from the 

6 chain sliding face; and 

7 c) a central position along the chain sUding face. 

1 6. The blade tensioner of claim 1, wherein the chain is a timing chain to drive an engine 

2 cam shaft. 

1 7. The blade tensioner of claim 1, wherein the chain is a chain to drive an auxiliary of an 

2 engine. 

1 8. The blade tensioner of claim 1, wherein the blade shoe has a substantially L-shaped 

2 cross-section at each of the guide pieces. 



